St. Alphonsus Liguori “Rock™ Catholic Church

1118 North Grand Blvd. St Louis, MO 63106 "'"h’
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Donna Lane, Dir. Religious Education
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Bro. Terry Burke, C.Ss.R., Plant Manager
Terrance Gipson, Maintenance

Athletic Office: 314 533-0304 Ext. 1002
Teen Ministry: 314 533-0304 Ext. 1002

MUSIC MINISTRY

8:15—Malcolm Speed
11:00—Danny Dumaine

REDEMPTORISTS IN RESIDENCE

Deacon Rick Fischer, C.Ss.R.
Rev. Kyle Fisher, C.Ss.R.
Rev. Dave Polek, C.Ss.R.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

Kevin Triggs Chairperson
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Sharon Lyons Secretary

Reola Weaver Finance Liaison
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Annette House-Blake Michael Page
Alice Cummings Patricia Pou
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COMMISSIONS & CHAIRS

Christian Formation Jean Anthony

Christian Service TBD

Finance & Adm. John Wright -
Liturgy Richard Buckley 'ty k‘:.
Social Life Hilliard Phillips 5\ )/
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“We are a Roman Catholic Church, staffed by the Redemptorists, who believe in living
the gospel through the sacraments, spirit-filled liturgies in the African American tradition,
religious education and community outreach, under the patronage of our
Mother of Perpetual Help”

SUNDAY MASSES:
8:15 & 11:00 a.m.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

(Call for Appointment)
DAILY MASSES:
M.W. Th & F.) 5:30 p.m.
Tuesdays: 7:00 & 10:30 a.m.
Saturdays: 9:30 a.m.
TUESDAYS:

Exposition & Benediction:

9:30 am-10:30 am (1st Tuesday) followed
by our Perpetual Help Novena & Mass
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THE PASTOR’S REFLECTIONS...

Merry Christmas my Sisters and Brothers,

Have you heard the great and glorious news? Have you heard the
testimony of the shepherds and the song of the angels?

For a child is born to us, a son is given us,
upon his shoulder dominion rests.
They name him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero,

Father-Forever, Prince of Peace.

We who walked in darkness, we who were steeped in sin, have
seen a great Light. Today is the day the Lord has made and it is
wonderful to behold. Today Joy has been birthed into the world.
This very day Hope has become incarnate in the lives of God’s
holy people. Yes church, this precious gift from our God makes us
holy and we should rejoice! We should cry out Hosanna! Hosanna!
Hosanna in the highest!

On behalf of Br. Terry, Fr. Kyle, Fr. Dave, Deacon Rick and my-
self I want to wish you and yours a very merry Christmas. We pray
that the Joy of the Lord will be made manifest in your life today
and throughout the coming year. We pray that the precious gift of
love you receive today in the form of a tiny infant will grow with
each passing day. We pray that the Grace of God, which healed
and restored the world today, will fill your lives with every bless-
ing. May the peace of the Prince of Peace overshadow you and be
your guard against all worries until that day when the Lord re-
ceives you into his Father’s kingdom. Have a blessed and holy day

with the people you love.
As
1;:. ﬂ‘/é/
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Weekly
Readings...

T

Dec. 25, 2011 through Jan. .01, 2011

Sunday
Is 52:7-10 Ps98:1-6 Heb 1:1-6
Jn1:1-18 or 1:1-5,9-14

Monday
Acts 6:8-10;7:54-59
Mt 10:17-22

Tuesday
1Jn1:1-4 Jn20:1a,2-8

Wednesday
1Jn1:5-2:2 Mt2:13-18

Thursday
1Jn2:3-11 Lk 2:22-35

Friday
Sir 3:2-7,12-14 or Col 3:12-21
or 3:12-17 Ps 128:1-5
Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22,39-40

Saturday
1Jn2:18-21 Jn1:1-18

Thank You, Maybe you sent a card,
flowers, gave me a hug or expressed
words of encouragement. Whatever you
did, it saw me through those dark days
dealing with the loss of my mom, and I
thank you dearly. The road ahead is still
lonely and empty but I am assured that
you will be there to see me through. You
have been my family in the absence of my
relatives and I thank God for all of you.
Merci bien!!

Rose Jno-Baptiste and Family
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SCHEDULE OF LITURGICAL MINISTRIES

MERRY CHRISTMAS

ALTAR SERVERS

10:00 Brennen Rowan
Jermaine Thomas

PASTORAL AIDES

10:00 Robert Caldwell

INCENSE BEARER

10:00  Jocelyn Woodson-Reed

(white)

USHERS - Group 4

10:00 Lisa McClendon

SUNDAY, JANUARY 01*

PRAYER CORNER

We are saying Special Prayers for persons
and families living with HIV/AIDS.)

NOTE: Names will remain listed for 2 weeks

HOSPITAL 12/14/11
Alphonsus, Burt
Deacon Les
LECTORS /COMMENTATOR SICKNESS 12/14/11
10:00  Bobby Cox Hancock, John
Yvonne Ward Grant, Lorraine*
INTENTIONS 12/14/11
EUCHARISTIC MIN. Jno-Baptiste, Rose
10:00 Sharon Cooney-Smith  |NTENTIONS
Richard Buckley Albritton, Mary*
Anita Banks Alexandre, Rosemary S.*
Allen-Smith, Queen*
Jean Anthgny Ambus, Ruby*
Melba Smith Bell, Gilbert*
Donna Lane Bluett, Henry*
. hvill Bossow, Rachel*
Host:  Jean Nashville Brent, Keith*
Host:  Andrew Atherton Brent, Sylvia*
Host:  Norman Williams Brown, Eric*

Brown, Robert*
Buckley, Darrell*
Butler, Thomas*
Carter, William Jr.*
Clay, Delores*

Cobb & Grandberry ramiies
Collins, Amy*
Conerly, Alan*
Cunningham, James*
Cunningham, Diane*
Cunningham, Willie*
Davis, Denise*
Davis, Herbert & Family*
Evans, Jolene*
Foster, Ossie*
George, Roberta*
Glenn, Lesley*
Glenn, Rae*

Grant, Bernice*
Grant, Lorraine*
Green, Alonzo*
Hatchett, Ann*
Hatchett, Shannen*
Heck, Kenneth*
Hughes, Goyia*
Hughes, Irene*
Jackson, Eulalia*
Jankowski, Tom*
Jefferson, Adam
Johnson, Juanita & Family
Jones, Harriett*
Kemp, Joanne*
Kilgore, Yetta*

King, Michael*
Latham, Darby Lashai*
Latham, Darrian*
Logan, Earnstine*
Lucas, Blondell*
Lucas, Brittany*

Lee, Rosemary*
Martin, Linda*
McCall, Margaret*
McCoy, Bernice*
McCullough, William

McGinnis, Kathy
Miller, Antonio Jr.*
Moore-Jones, Brenda*
Mosby, Marvin*
Ortwerth, Maria*
Parran, Lauren*
Perkins, Ivory J.*
Raiford, Cheryl TSgt*
Thames, Michelle*
Thompson, Henry*
Turner, David & Family
Valle, Dot*

Weekly, Ollie & Family*
Williams, Vesta
Wingate, Noelle *
Woolfork, Virginia*
Young, Cynthia*

SICKNESS
Anderson, Daryl*
Barry, Jack*

Bluett, Ida Mae*
Brown, Carrye*
Burke, Leon*

Burton, Ron & Diane*
Cato, Laura*

Cloyd, Harvey C., Sr.*
Coleman, Ken*
Coleman, Ronelle*
Craig, Joann*

Crider, Joanne*
Davenport, Jean*
Fisher, Bill*
Fitzsimmons, Karen*
Gardner, Charles*
George, Betty*
Gillespie, Virgie*
Hatten, Pam*

Hodges, Mary*
Holmes, Ann*
Holmes, John*
Howard, Dorothy*
Howard, Yvonne*
Hubert, Presley*
Hunt, Marvin*
Hunt-Scott, Carol Ann*
Hudson, Edward*
Ibarra, Lynn*
Jackson, Eulalia*
Johnson, Amy*

Jones, Ruth*
Lampley, Janice*
Locke, Wilma*
Luckett, Geraldine*
Luckett, Linda*
Luster, Juanita*
McCoy, Steven*
McGregory, Lee Frances*
McSpadden, Phillip*
Miller, Charlotte*
Moore, Margaret Mary*
Page, Constance*
Palmer, Lucille*
Patin, Larry*

Patrick, Bernard*

Perkins, Belinda*
Perkins, Charles Sr.*
Peuperbanugh, Gary*
Rankins, Gloria*
Reedy, Judith*

Reedy, Sidney*
Reichert, Mary Ellen SR*
Reichert, Matthew*
Remsberg, Corey, Sgt.*
Roberson, Lynette*
Scott, Mauri*

Schulte, Carol*
Simpson, April*
Smith, Donald & Jessie*
Smith, Jan*

Snipes, Janet*
Stevenson, Howard*
Thomas, Webster*
Thompson, Henry*
Thompson, MaryAnn*
Thorpe, Lionel*
Tucker, Sylvia*
Turner, Hortense*
Walker, Quenetta*
Wallace, Eugene*
Washington, Yvette*
Weekly, Willie*
Williams, Joan*
Wilson, Peggy*
Woolfork, Vernie*
Woolfork, Virginia*
Worth, Shirley*
Yarbrough, Peggy*
Zacher, Clarence*
Zikovic, Katrina*

SHUT-IN
Anderson, Hortense
Bell, Georgia
Bentley, Barbara
Brown, Robert
Carson, Donetta
Chopin, Dave & Ann
Cooney, Helen
DuMaine, William
Fuller, Karla S.*
Gales, Mary Ann
Goodlow, Elizabeth
Jackson, Margaret
Johnson, Deacon Les
Joiner, Ruby

Jones, Mother Julia
Kulhman, Ann

Lee, Rosemary
McCall, Leslie
McCoy, Carolyn
Riley, Jerry
Rinderer, Barbara
Roberts, Juanita
Robinson, Vernita
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4 Sabior
has been born

PRAYER OF THE WEEK

Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that, as we are bathed in the new radiance of your
incarnate Word,
the light of faith, which illumines our minds,
may also shine through in our deeds.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Reflection question:
How can the light of my faith be seen in my daily

actions?
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LITURGY NOTES

THE GIFT OF GOD’S WORD

On this day of gifts and gift-giving, it seems
appropriate that we take a moment to reflect on the
great gift of God’s Word. Because it is creative,
God’s Word always points to its author, always
calls us to respond. Because it is powerful, God’s
Word can link the sublime with the ridiculous, the
transcendent with the immanent, the divine with
the human. Because it is graceful, God’s Word
establishes a relationship of deep intimacy
between us and God.

At the heart of God’s Word lies a tantalizing
tension between the mysterious and the mundane.
In our liturgical celebration, this unresolved ten-
sion both reveals the meaning of life for us and
calls us to respond, to act upon that meaning.

Once accepted and opened, the gift of God’s Word
is a gift that keeps on giving and keeps on calling
us to give in return. It dares us to be like the gift-
giver and to become gifts for others, not only at
Christmas, but at every moment of life.

Living Stewardship Now...

Christmas in the Church’s calendar is a season
that starts on Christmas Day and continues until
the Baptism of the Lord on the first Sunday after
January 6. Try extending your celebration through
that time, with small gifts and good deeds of your
choosing.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS ANNOUNCEMENTS PARISH EVENTS
Attention Ushers and Security! December 31, 2011
Abundance Shared Kwanzaa Celebration/Karamu
After Christmas, other traditions Ushers apd Securl'ty are needed'for Pot-Luck Feast
: Watch Night Service. Watch Night 7:00 p.m.
come into play. In England, Dec. . st
26 is Boxing Day. On the Service is December 31°. . ‘
Church Calendar it is the Feast of Watch Night Service
Saint Stephen, and in the old Ushers, if you are able to serve 9:00 p.m.
carol the twelve days of please sign the Usher Sign-Up sheet
Christmas begins. The gifts of located on the Usher Table. Security January 22, 2011
“my true love™ not only start | | if you are able to serve, please Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
arriving, pretty soon they are contact Security Leader Herb Essay Contest
calling and leaping, swimming Parran. 3:00 p.m.
and piping, dancing and drum-
ming. [ find this ancient song a
d inder that the abun-
good remiael it e Eoull Military Care Packages

dance of God’s gifts continues
and that we are enable to share
what we receive.

On the feast of Stephen, Good
King Wenceslas went out in the
snow to bring food to a poor
man. Boxing Day is an old
holiday stemming from the
tradition of giving boxes of gifts
to those in need. The story of the
martyrdom of Stephen is an
account of incredible spiritual
generosity. The passage in Acts
describes him as “a man full of
faith and the Holy Spirit”, forgiv-
ing his executioners even as they
stoned him, crying “Lord, do not
hold this sin against them”. The
common theme of all of these is
abundance shared as gift.

We are so rich in gifts at
Christmas. Let it free us, like
Stephen, to forgive; and may it
send us out, like Good King
Wenceslas, to share what we
have with those less fortunate.
And may we even sometimes
leap and dance and pipe and
drum along the way.

The abundance of God’s
gifts continues...

Villa Duchesne and Oak Hill
School’s Mums of Alums are
preparing care packages to send to
military personnel from the Greater
St. Louis area.  We would be
honored to send a care package to
your family members or friends
serving overseas in February 2012.
Please e-mail their names and
military addresses to Marge Merjavy
at mbm80@aol.com and we will
send them the care packages.
Questions?  Call 314 580-1708.
Thank you for helping us thank our
troops for their dedicated and self-
less service in defense of our
country.
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The Knights
of St. Peter Claver
Ladies Auxiliary
Junior Daughter Court
343 is raffling off two
movie buckets that con-
tain the following:

2 tickets to St. Louis Cin-
ema Movie Theater, pop-
corn, and boxes of movie
candy. The tickets are
one for $1.00 or six for
$5.00.

Tickets will be sold after
both Masses.
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Financial Corner... CATHOLIC MEN FOR CHRIST
electronicioffertory
Offerings and Tithes Are you a man who wants to make
Is Now Available! a difference in the world?
DECEMBER 2011 www.stalphonsusrock org Am I a man who wants to be the
Date Amount Spiritual leader of my household?
04 $ 11 ,842.50 Am I a man who is searching for something?
11 $ 11 ,004.14 2012 Annual Conference
“I have called you by name, you are mine”
18 $
25 $ Sat, Feb. 4 Peabody Opera House
Total $ 22,846.64 Speakers:
Msgr. Stuart Swetland, Fr. Joe Kemf
Wkly Avg' $ 11 ,423.32 Fr. Michael Lightner, and
Dn. Ralph Poyo
Amount needed each week to meet budget: $12,000 Mass celebrated by the
Most Rev. Archbishop Robert Carlson
STEWARDSHIP PRAYER . .
Early registration open now at
That we may make room for Jesus in our lives — making www.catholicmenforchrist.org

sure that our desire for material things does not leave Our
Lord out in the cold.

d
“She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a The 3" Annual
manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.” ,
1] .
Where is Jesus in your life? Have you made room for i /(
: . o . WOMEN FOR CHRIST
Him or is He still in the manger wrapped in rags? If we SAINT LOUIS

are living our lives like all the rest of the modern and

commercial world, we may be leaving Jesus out. It might &
be time to pick up this Infant Child and make Him a Mary9 Mother of Mercya

priority in our lives. Mother of Peace”
Saturday, March 31, 2012, America’s Center
Doors open at 7am. Early check-in encouraged.
Conference begins 7:30 with praise and prayer.
Closing Mass with Archbishop Carlson at 4pm. For

more information, visit

www. catholicwomenforchrist.org
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(DIRTHDAYS

£
i

b v

Sally DuMaine 2 Caroline Washington 11 Tynai' Burrow 23
Peggy Edwards 2 Jacquelyn Porter 11 Stephanie Dickinson 23
Vandetta Farrington 2 Deborah Daniels 12 Sharron Sanders 23
Anita Banks 3 Mario Turnage 12 Anne Conte 24
Gregory Carter 3 Andrew Atherton 13 Erma Smith 24
Stephanie Taylor 3 Michael Cleveland 13 Felicia Carr 25
Angeline Williams 4 Sylvia Cooney 13 Christine Henderson 25
Marlene Williams 4 Sandra Branch 14 Diana Hill 25
Piia Hanson 4 Lettie Hardin 14 Oriana Phason 25
Delores Merritt 6 Amina Terry 14 Wilma Locke 26
Nicole Taylor-Britts 6 Tamika Collins 15 John Saunders 26
Clara Washington 6 Vivienne Dobbs 15 Everett Johnson 28
Garnetta Thames 6 Wyndel Hill 15 Veronica Johnson 28
Geri Robinson 7 Leslie King 15 Yetta Kilgore 28
Paula Yancey 7 Gloria White 15 Leslie McClure 28
Natalie Peebles 8 Frances Calvert 16 Diane White-Clatto 28
Stephanie Hatchett 8 Leah Peoples 17 Claudius Queeley 28
Mauri Scott-Foster 9 Dorothy Bennett 18 Charles Martin 29
Ida Bohannon 10 Darryl Herndon 18 Dionne Monroe 29
Karen Collins 10 Ginny Hughes 19 Abigail Jansky 30
Jacqueline Dew 10 Darien Middleton 19 Roy Miller 30
Deborah Grant 10 Jo Davis 20 Martin Jansky 31
Bridgette Jenkins 10 Willie Goss 22 Akassi Kakre' 31
Linda Banden 11 Karen Madison 22 Sheila Walker 31
Cynthia Clayton 11 Eugene Wallace 22

Willie Cunningham 11 Irving Clay 22

CHRISTIAN FORMATION OFFICE CLOSING...

Religious Ed.: 314- 533-0304 Ext. 1311

Children's Bible Class December 26th—January 2, 2012
every Sunday: 10:30 - 11:45 am.

Central Catholic/St. Nicholas School(314) 231-6254 Bulletin announcements must be in the office by 12 noon
Baptismal Preparation (314) 533-0304 Tuesdays. Please fax items to 314 533-4260 or e-mail to
(ask for Donna Lane) parish130@archstl.org

St. Charles Lwanga Center (314) 367-7929
ATTENTION

If your telephone number or address has changed, please
COMMUNITY HELP contact the office at 533-0304. You may also put your updated
information in the locked multipurpose box located on the

Wilhelmina Hardin Center north-side entrance ushers’ table.

(Emergency Aid) (314) 531-1040

Community Health In Partnership ANOINTING OF THE SICK & VISITS
Services (C.H.LP.S.) (314) 652-9231

""Is anyone sick among you? Call in the priests of the church and
Community Women Against Hardship (CWAH) they will pray for the sick person and anoint them with
(314) 289-7523 oil.” (James) This is the sacrament of the sick. ARE YOU

. SERIOUSLY SICK, GOING TO THE HOSPITAL OR HAVING AN
HIV/AIDS: 314 531-0304 Ext. 1502 OPERATION? Inform one of the priests, and they can
Birthright (Crisis pregnancy) 314-962-5300 anoint you after Mass. Call and leave your hospital informa-
Abortion Recovery Help: 877-HOPE-4-ME. tion at the office; a priest will visit you.
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